
Illinois Pollution Control Board 

Hearing on the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency’s 

Proposed Rules to Regulate Coal Combustion Waste at Power Plants 

Preparation and Tips 

 

February 26 & 27, 2014 at 10 a.m.  
General public comments heard at 10 AM on February 26th. 

 
Illinois EPA, Sangamo Room, 1021 N. Grand Ave E 

Springfield, Illinois  
 

Public Comment Session begins 10 a.m. Wednesday, February 26  

RSVP to one of the contacts listed on back of this sheet so we can inform you 

 if additional time is allotted for public comment on Thursday. 

 

PREPARATION AND TIPS TO MAKE A PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Talking Points to Include in Testimony: 
-I am concerned that the proposed rules do not prevent further pollution of waterways.  The rules do 

not require that the potential for surface water contamination be assessed and as such leave 

downstream waterways vulnerable to toxic pollutants.   
 

-As a citizen, I believe I have the right to be informed and participate in future decisions regarding coal 

combustion waste.  I should have the opportunity and time required to provide meaningful public 

comment. The rules should be revised to give the public 60 days to comment on the plan proposed by 

the facility and to allow the Agency to hold a public meeting on the plan when there is strong interest 

from the public.  
 

-Ground and surface water pollution from coal ash is occurring in Illinois now, and allowing these 

problems to continue endangers our communities.  Complete removal of all waste on site should be 

the assumed closure plan and any other plan chosen must show that alternatives were considered.  

Further, strict timelines must be enforced to ensure coal ash pits are closed in a timely and effective 

way—allowing coal plant operators to continue dumping coal ash into leaking impoundments puts our 

communities at risk!  
 

-The weight of coal ash problems is a tremendous burden that my community should not be held 

responsible for.  Given the potential costs of addressing aged impoundments and groundwater 

contamination, this rule needs a financial assurance requirement placed on the companies that are 

responsible for the coal ash ponds to make sure that Illinois taxpayers are not left to cover the bill. 

 

What to Expect 

Rulemaking hearings at the Illinois Pollution Control Board typically run over many days and months. 

To ensure that the Board has the opportunity to hear from the public, we have requested they set 

aside time during the Springfield hearings for public comment. You are welcome to attend both days 

of hearings, but if you wish to speak, please RSVP to one of the contact people listed below. 

We need to let the Hearing Officer know how many members of the public wish to testify. 

 



How to Testify 
♦ Introduce yourself and note that you are testifying as an impacted neighbor, citizen of 

_______________, etc. 

♦ Keep it personal: You should use examples from your own life to show why you think EPA action 

to limit the pollution from coal impoundments is critically important. 
♦ Don’t worry about including highly technical information.  Use the talking points and keep it simple. 

This is your chance to inform IEPA and IPCB of your local knowledge and concerns.   

♦ Describe the benefits of clean waterways to your friends, family, and neighbors.  
♦ End your testimony with a simple thank-you. 

 

Sample Testimony 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  My name is [your name here],  [you can also include your job 

title, how long you have lived here or other affiliations you may have]. 

 

I’m here because I’m concerned about water quality and the future of the waterways in my community 
and throughout Illinois. [talk about something that describes you and why you are here (concern about 

public health or pollution, your private well, your children’s futures, what water resources mean to you 

etc.)] 

 

[Include a local example or a personal story about how coal ash pollution affects you or someone you 

know].  

 

Coal combustion waste is a serious public health threat that has jeopardized my community and my 

family, and I ask that stronger protections be put in place. [Use the talking points provided above and 

raise any specific concern and questions you personally have.] 

 

I urge the IEPA to strengthen these proposed rules to prevent coal combustion waste from continuing 

to damage the waters used by citizens of the state. Require companies with coal ash ponds to show 

they have the financial means to clean them up so communities are not left with the responsibility and 

the price tag.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

 

Questions? 

Contact: 

• Carrie Otto, Grassroots Organizer, Prairie Rivers Network, cotto@prairierivers.org  

217-344-2371 x208 

• Colleen Smith, Clean Water Organizer, Illinois Sierra Club, colleen.smith@sierraclub.org  

312-251-1680 x197 

• Terri Treacy, Springfield Representative, Illinois Sierra Club, terri.treacy@sierraclub.org  

312-251-1680 x193 

 


