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SUPORT AN ILLINOIS COAL SEVERANCE TAX!
HOW TO GET INVOLVED

Will you actively support our campaign for an Illinois coal severance tax?  Check one or more boxes 
associated with opportunities listed below, and we’ll be in contact with you.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENGAGEMENT

Name:

Email:

Phone: Zip Code

Sign Up for Our Mailing List
Stay up-to-date and lend your support for an Illinois coal severance tax that brings funds back to coal-
producing communities.  Sign up to receive periodic emails and future Action Alerts as we move towards 
legislation.  A simple phone call or click of the mouse let’s you join hundreds of others calling for an Illinois 
coal severance tax.

Like and Share Our FB Page and Posts
This is easy, particularly if you are a FB user, and will increase our outreach to others.  Just go to FB and 
search “Community Futures Initiative” in the search box at the top (left side) of the page.  Once there, 
“Like” our page.  You’ll receive frequent postings that you can share, like, or better yet, comment on.  Then 
invite FB friends to like the page, and share the posts with others.

Share Our Factsheets, Reports and Video
There’s a lot of good information posted on our website that’s easy to access and share. Just go to 
www.ReinvestIL.org and you’ll see fact sheets and reports in the right side bar that can be clicked, saved, 
and shared.  The video is at the bottom of the page.  All are easy to share with others via email or FB.  But 
don’t stop there … explore the menu and read the blog posts to maintain an up-to-date understanding of 
how a coal severance tax fits within the context of Illinois and U.S. coal production.

Suggest Organizations or Groups to Contact
Do you have contacts with groups or organizations that you think would support a coal severance tax?  
Would you be willing to introduce us?  We’re working to expand our reach statewide with county boards 
(particularly in coal-producing counties), businesses, faith-based groups, students, environmental groups, 
health care groups, labor, and more.  Contact Pam at 773.556.3418 to help us get our message out and 
build a groundswell of support for an Illinois coal severance tax that brings funds back to coal-producing 
communities.

Invite Us to Make a Presentation
We’re ready and already have been “on the road”  If you want a presentation for your community, board, or 
other group with whom you are associated, call Pam at 773.556.3418. We’ll frame the issue; show the 
video; and lead a discussion afterwards. 
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QUESTIONS?  Feel free to contact:

Pam or Lan Richart, Eco-Justice Collaborative:         773.556.3417 or ejc@ecojusticecollaborative.org
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Hold a House Party to Share What You’ve Learned
You can help educate friends, family, and colleagues, by showing our video that builds the case for a coal 
severance tax, and helps build support for future legislation.  Just pick up a “How to Hold a House Party” 
packet put together by EJC.  It includes a copy of this list of opportunities for engagement, so that those 
you talk with also can get involved.

Write a Letter to the Editor
While this can sound overwhelming, writing a Letter to the editor is relatively easy to do - and, we’ll help!  A 
standard LTE is no more than 300 to 600 words.  Getting the word out about how a coal severance tax 
would benefit communities - or about the REAL costs of coal to the State of Illinois - can help raise 
awareness and persuade the public to support legislation at the time it is proposed.

Ask Your Organization or Board to Adopt a Resolution
We want to show Speaker Madigan and Governor Rauner that we have support for an Illinois coal 
severance tax.  The best way we know how to do this is by resolution or letter of support.  While we are 
especially interested in local governments in coal-producing areas (County Boards, Village Boards, City 
Councils, Township Boards), adding support from faith-based groups and churches; chambers of 
commerce; businesses; health care organizations; labor; and environmental groups will show the power of 
the base we are building.

Make a Legislative Visit
While we don’t yet have a bill, meeting with your state representative and state senator now will help 
provide essential information about the role coal plays in our state’s economy and the number of jobs this 
industry actually creates.  Informing elected officials about the benefits of distributing revenues back to 
communities that have experienced the “boom and bust” of a coal economy and the impacts of coal 
extraction can help lay the groundwork for future legislation.

Support the Illinois Clean Jobs Bill (HB 2607 and SB 1485)
The Illinois Clean Jobs Bill presents the best path forward to limit carbon pollution in Illinois while creating 
new clean energy jobs, protecting the health of our communities and preparing the workforce for the 21st 
Century clean energy economy. HB2607 has 61 co-sponsors (60 votes are needed to pass a bill) and 
SB1485 has 28 co-sponsors (30 votes are needed to pass a bill).  

The overall energy issue is likely to be considered soon.  We need you to encourage legislators to support 
an energy approach that prioritizes renewable energy and energy efficiency and does not subsidize coal or 
nuclear. Contact Terri Treacy, Illinois Chapter of the Sierra Club at 618.521.1030 for more information.

Is there Something Else You’d Like to Offer?
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